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and fruit The miller came. The baker came. The
carpenier came, the lailor, the shoe-maker, the school, the
pimting-press, the cinema.

Thai happens when Soviet mines are sunk. That always
happens. That was meant lo happen It was meant that
the population should spread out and increase The waste
places were destined to blossom as the rose so that the peoples
in remote regions might grow ihiough exploitation, not of
fellow-men, but of their own regional riches.

The geologist and his stakes were followed up as he drove
them right across the continent. Some big stakes were
driven in Western and Eastern Siberia, situated in the very
heart of the Union, half-way between the world's two
greatest oceans and in places seldom heard of formerly.

Who knew of Kuznetz, at the foot of the Altai Mountains
which divide the Soviet union from extreme Western China
and Mongolia? No one, perhaps, save the engineers who
tapped Kuznetz coal for the Trans-Siberian locomotives.
Yet Kuznetz coal reserves aie estimated at 450,000 million
tons, 54,000 millions of it of first-rate quality. Were coal
used at its present rate, the Kuznetz basin could supply the
whole world with coal for the next 300 years.

Nor is that the end of the story. Perhaps it is but the
beginning. For if you travel due north from Kuznetz,
st]ll in that central axis between the Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans, and follow the banks of the vast Pviver Yencsei,
which runs through Eastern Siberia to empty itself into the
Arctic Ocean, you will traverse another coal-field with a
promise rivalling even the Kuznetz area.

Huge outcrops of coal have also been discovered at
Aictic Pechora in the icy north and at Karaganda on the
sultry steppes of Kazakstan.

The Donetz Basin, again, with an abundance of coal, lies
near the western borders of the Union. What of the eastern
borders? What of the frontiers which infringe upon
Japan? Should war break out between that country and
the Soviet Union, must the Soviets transport all war material
across a vast continent by means of a single railway system
or depend on vulnerable ocean routes? And Japan speaks
as threateningly in the east as Germany in the west.